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Message from the Executive DirectorMessage from the Executive Director

Happy New Year!

As we start the new year, we are looking forward to sharing all the amazing things our

schools are doing on a more frequent basis. As you all know, we have previously had a

quarterly newsletter, but are hoping to bring you a bi-monthly newsletter this year! We

have seen so much momentum around our CSP contract, community support, and high

quality programming from our schools that we can't wait to share.

We are excited to announce that our marketing campaign kicked off with Wide Angle

Youth Media and materials should be out soon featuring some of our parents,

educators, students, and alumni! Also, we are more than ecstatic to welcome our

newest education policy fellow from Leadership for Educational Equity, Sadie Baker!

Sadie is an educator at Midtown Academy and is supporting our advocacy work.

Welcome, Sadie!

We are always looking to build our community of support and connect with as many of

you as possible. Please schedule time with me if you have any opportunities,

questions, concerns, comments, or would like to have a school visit! You can also

reach me by phone (410.919.9678 ext1) or email.

Best,

McKenzie

Consider Donating to MAPCS!Consider Donating to MAPCS!

https://www.resources.marylandcharterschools.org/charter-starter-home
https://app.acuityscheduling.com/schedule.php?owner=17287114&calendarID=3000682
mailto:mckenzie@mdcharters.org
https://www.resources.marylandcharterschools.org/donate
https://www.resources.marylandcharterschools.org/school-to-school-collaboration
https://www.resources.marylandcharterschools.org/charter-starter-home


Make a contribution to MAPCS! OurMake a contribution to MAPCS! Our
work is not possible without you!work is not possible without you!

We hope you will donate to MAPCS
this year. Our work advocating and
fighting for effective, innovative, and
exciting learning opportunities for all

Maryland families cannot happen
without generous donations from

people like you! THANK YOU!
Click here to donate!Click here to donate!

*All donations to MAPCS are fully tax*All donations to MAPCS are fully tax
deductible.deductible.

Are you interested in...Are you interested in...

Working at a Baltimore City public charter school?Working at a Baltimore City public charter school?
We are having a Baltimore City public charter school
hiring fair the first week of March. Please follow us on
Facebook or contact Phylicia to get the details and
register. More information coming soon!

Placing your child in a Maryland public charter school?Placing your child in a Maryland public charter school?
Lotteries are soon approaching for all of our districts! If
you would like to try to place your child in a charter for the
upcoming school year, please visit our website to learn
more.

Maryland Public Charter Schools in the News
Here are just a few links from recent articles positively featuring Maryland

public charter schools! We are so proud of the work happening in our
schools!

Heart of the School Celebrates with Holiday Party - Congrats! (The
Daily Record, 1/24/20)
Poll Find Baltimore City Charter Schools Have Support (Fox45,
1/15/20)
Baltimore City Charter and Operator Led Renewals (Baltimore Sun,
1/14/20)
Green Street Academy's Hydroponic Garden to Support Restaurant
(Baltimore Magazine, 1/9/20)
Baltimore Public Charter School Recognized for French Immersion
Program (WBAL, 12/12/19)
‘Mission Tiger’, Ed Reed Donate $200K To Revitalize Sports Facilities
At Kipp Ujima Village Academy (CBSLocal, 12/1/19)
Maryland Public Charter Schools Receive New Educational Grants
(WBAL, 11/26/19)

https://www.resources.marylandcharterschools.org/donate
https://www.facebook.com/MarylandCharterSchools/
mailto:phylicia@mdcharters.org
https://www.marylandcharterschools.org/mod/template_pages/display/lotteries/index.php
https://thedailyrecord.com/2020/01/24/heart-of-the-school-celebrates-with-holiday-party/
https://foxbaltimore.com/news/project-baltimore/fox45-poll-shows-83-of-voters-disapprove-of-city-schools
https://www.baltimoresun.com/education/bs-md-ci-city-charter-success-20200115-mbbelzovfrhkxp7ugjjkp27dta-story.html
https://www.baltimoremagazine.com/section/fooddrink/open-shut-stem-friends-and-family-rooster-hen
https://www.wbaltv.com/article/baltimore-international-academy-recognized-for-french-immersion-program/30213053
https://baltimore.cbslocal.com/2019/11/01/kipp-ujima-village-academy-donation/
https://www.wbaltv.com/article/state-public-charter-schools-receive-new-federal-educational-grants/29996016


Charter School Facts & History
Charter schools are publicly funded, privately managed and semi-

autonomous schools of choice. The first charter school law was passed in
1991 in Minnesota, and the first charter school was established there in

1992. By 1995 an additional 18 states had passed charter school legislation.
The charter school movement then experienced tremendous growth.

The Maryland State Legislature approved Maryland's charter school law in
2003.

National Alliance of Public Charter Schools Updates!National Alliance of Public Charter Schools Updates!

It is National School Choice Week!It is National School Choice Week!
National School Choice Week 2020 will be held from January 26 – February

1, 2020. Maryland will celebrate with a record-breaking 773 events and
activities across the state. Governor Larry Hogan issued an official

proclamation recognizing Maryland School Choice Week 2020. Learn more
about NSCW here.

Just Released: 2020 Voices from the Classroom SurveyJust Released: 2020 Voices from the Classroom Survey
Educators for Excellence released the 2020 edition of Voices from the

Classroom: A Survey of America’s Educators. Charter school teachers are
22 percentage points more likely to say they feel “very valued” and are also
more likely to say they’ve received support and training in key areas. Read

more from this survey here.

AFC's Annual Education Survey Results ReleasedAFC's Annual Education Survey Results Released
The American Federation for Children’s annual education survey finds that
58 percent of all voters and 56 percent of Democratic primary voters are

less likely to support a candidate who wants to eliminate federal funding for
charter schools. Read more in the survey here. 

Maryland Ranks 45th in Charter School LawMaryland Ranks 45th in Charter School Law
The National Alliance of Public Charter schools just released their latest

state charter law rankings report. For more than a decade, their charter law
rankings report has analyzed how well each state aligns its charter school

law to their “gold standard” model law. The 2020 charter school law
rankings are the first rankings to reflect the impact of the 2018 election

cycle. States like California and Illinois, where previous governors supported
charter-friendly policies, elected officials who allowed charter opponents to
make headway on anti-charter-policies. Those states saw a drop in their

rankings. At the same time, advocates made improvements in funding and
facilities policies in many states, with Idaho and Tennessee making the

biggest jumps. Maryland still ranks last. See our scores here.

https://schoolchoiceweek.com/states/maryland/
https://info.publiccharters.org/e2t/c/*W3ByS5l3_0ChxW9b8nzc3BBv860/*W1Ghq8D7jHCWtVT69nl273L2b0/5/f18dQhb0S65P2dKWp3W12hVVK49_HsdW3mY0_n2w2PNBW48nv3t4rmf9tW3pN6gF7Zf9RQW8FMpwm5y6kwtW1ZbQb33TPlxCW1xX4vf1wTr2pVN-2402V8GzTW3wjgry6qsmKJW8rNd_k119SS-W5-LK_P1vtZmHW8w4GML1y_RxyW4YvV7H4VLZMYW2n4ny25LKzPZW7vtThZ5gf_d2MNJwl_gdJn5W5qhqP93Gz6dMW4bL0lg6LFGrNN1NC52GvW4sVW8ZGML81NZdnSW2R-3pK3xmzHgW5cmHzQ22X-KpW8rhchm5SYTPYW99N-4481kDVbW5z2bjy3CN7gGW6kYf7r1Q6ZgnVDVcpC7d_YZdW6g6vws8L6BNCVTJnBK6vLT7jW5C_dlv6gCCrQW4pNy_g3mzy9VW7_hHjm57dtTvW10r5nS3gsVRRW8DC7zC7Sl622W7Nt_Sn7vq31nN49zfwRRQxlrW1ZPJ9b5_JM9jN4PQ1jHyHPdFW1-Xpg83rc9cCW7T6my_67m6DkW5pjhRl8SpD14W975QCz1dg7NPW23-4Gd8-c80YW5k8ZjG2XhpJFf4jRVVv04
https://info.publiccharters.org/e2t/c/*W3ByS5l3_0ChxW9b8nzc3BBv860/*VwBSzt628tG0W89ghl-8ZyW8n0/5/f18dQhb0S41b1QwldtVVp-DQ6Dbd4tN7Jx8kyh-trPW81zq1h7bc8qPW7FzzKK3mQvQKW7vV3sp3M9zn_W5DBX_V38stw2W68R3XQ3kwFLYW6BKrVc6B3mC-W3qM9bJ4cqhB4W8sQ-7Z8NpzYJW2_Ft4h4VSSQmW3WkM7t1Gxbf7W6gsdyd5nv9L6W1CjYqM2RDYZJN2NbpTYWXHV7W4b_Kv13-Wvg9W3LPZRx7yQD2nW2YBdN61b7d5gN9ckzTmV5-39W13RM8h2T61g6N8M3GsW5plMbW3wHj_b3qmCZNN4k85VKP4K1RW826kjX5dwYdMW7w2RN_5pm_4XN3Jq0qX50TkzW7Msl4t6hfqzHW7FR9FS39-rztW1_ZtPX38HSwwN2pw2pww__nJW743lQV3msM8dW1Rl5ZM134GkpW2Hny3X6SVd9fW2BL7c06CGBYvW4WFwS136mN8pW1wjTvy6Xfpr2W44TmFs30nds1W4Fp6HT6p7TnhVK2K4H2MYPtnW62kTxw3HN9wnW39j1S85PTblFW3Np3dJ2hs53HW243mkQ3xLZckW3kn5kc8wR0SDW2jjqvK4zBmxNW1V_5km8p9-LSW89-8TZ8mr_x9W8Xq0VL5Pj0WWW8b7w671c2-JVf5QLhx404
https://www.publiccharters.org/sites/default/files/documents/2020-01/MD.pdf


School-To-School Webinar Offering
January 30, 2020 | 10:00amJanuary 30, 2020 | 10:00am

Open to all Leadership & Educators including Charter, District and PrivateOpen to all Leadership & Educators including Charter, District and Private
Schools who are mission drivenSchools who are mission driven

As part of school to school sharing, EXCEL Academy Public Charter School has
engaged two established researchers/ academicians to help EXCEL operationalize its
four pillars in order to identify solid outcomes and develop sound evaluation practices.
There is evidence that establishing sound mission based performance measures is a
shortcoming of charter schools across the nation. This is a promising practice to share
with other schools.

Register Now

New MAPCS Offerings for Charter School
Operators

Share your Strengths. Fill a Need.Share your Strengths. Fill a Need.

Attention Public Charter Schools!
You can apply to create a peer to
peer learning session with both your
public charter school and traditional
school colleagues. Applications for
the first round of stipends are now
being accepted.

LEARN MORE & APPLY

Charter School Budgeting WebinarCharter School Budgeting Webinar

Available On-DemandAvailable On-Demand

Learn how to create an effective and
strategic budgeting process, what to
focus on, and what key indicators to

monitor on both a short- and long-term
basis.

The goal is to help school leaders
prepare for the upcoming budget

development for next year. The session
will be most useful to newer operators,

newer staff or board members within the
charter school community, but even

school veterans will likely glean insights

You're on a Public Charter SchoolYou're on a Public Charter School
Board- Now What?Board- Now What?

March 5, 2020 | 12pmMarch 5, 2020 | 12pm

This webinar will provide a framework
and strategies for governing effectively,
and help board members understand
the responsibilities, transparency and
stewardship required to operate public

schools.

Whether you're brand new, or need a
refresher, we'll help board members

understand how to govern with a focus
on student outcomes, equity, and
accountability to all stakeholders.

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_T5y1o32qS-qw7If2nfbyAg
http://resources.marylandcharterschools.org/school-to-school-collaboration
http://resources.marylandcharterschools.org/school-to-school-collaboration
https://www.resources.marylandcharterschools.org/school-operators-events/charter-school-budgeting-webinar
https://zoom.us/rec/share/59x8bLHS_0dIe6vhykXfapMHP9j9aaa81nIY_KBZzUwLlEtPu1RlMIDzXjjWa9ZM?startTime=1580223621000
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QXPmTj1fTiajuiSt-pVV9A


that can be put into practice.

On Demand Webinar Register Now

Offerings for Charter School Founding Groups

Intro to Maryland Charter Schools WebinarIntro to Maryland Charter Schools Webinar
February 6, 2019 | 10am-11amFebruary 6, 2019 | 10am-11am

Register Now

The first step in the Charter Starter workshop series. This hour-long webinar will
answer basic questions about the Maryland Charter School law, provide an overview of
the movement, explain how charter schools are authorized in Maryland, provide a
roadmap for creating a charter school, and provide an update the availability of the
MSDE Charter School Grant.

Charter Starter WorkshopCharter Starter Workshop

Our next Charter Starter Workshop
Series will take place in Spring 2020.
Sign upSign up to receive notification of open

enrollment.

The second step in the Charter Starter
workshop series. This FREE intensive
three (3) hour training is designed to
give school developers foundational

knowledge about chartering in
Maryland.

Charter Design WorkshopCharter Design Workshop

Our next Charter School Design
Workshop Series will take place in

Spring 2020. Sign upSign up to receive
notification of open enrollment.

The Charter School Design
Workshop Series are comprised of two

evening workshops, plus an all-day
workshop, providing over 12 hours of

content rich material for charter starters.
This is the last workshop in the series.

In case you missed it! - KirwanIn case you missed it! - Kirwan

The Kirwan Commission, The Commission on the Excellence in Education,
wrapped up their work in December 2019. They voted 19 to 3 in favor of
their finished recommendations that focused on:

Investing in High-quality Early Childhood Education and Care
Elevating Teachers and School Leaders
Creating a World-class Instructional System
Providing More Support to Students Who Need It the Most
Ensuring Excellence for All with Accountability

On Dec. 3, 2019. the return on investment (ROI) report commissioned by
Strong Schools Maryland was released. It noted that Maryland’s economy
will benefit from the profits and growth that would occur as a result of
expanded opportunities mentioned above. It even went as far to say that the
recommendations would pay for themselves, over $4 billion, by 2034.

https://zoom.us/rec/share/59x8bLHS_0dIe6vhykXfapMHP9j9aaa81nIY_KBZzUwLlEtPu1RlMIDzXjjWa9ZM?startTime=1580223621000
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QXPmTj1fTiajuiSt-pVV9A
https://www.resources.marylandcharterschools.org/charter-starter-events/intro-webinar
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_7p1BPslpTm2_YD3gDnKamg
https://www.resources.marylandcharterschools.org/charter-starter-events/charter-starter-workshop
https://lp.constantcontact.com/su/pHljuoN?source_id=b96889d1-0a34-4e33-a1a1-07b48dc6f883&source_type=em&c=
https://www.resources.marylandcharterschools.org/charter-starter-events/school-design-workshop
https://lp.constantcontact.com/su/ZFM90Qe?source_id=b96889d1-0a34-4e33-a1a1-07b48dc6f883&source_type=em&c=
https://www.strongschoolsmaryland.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/ROI-Study.pdf


The Bridge to Kirwan, bill passed last year, gave some money and guidance
on spending to school with populations experiencing a high concentration of
poverty. That bill is planed to continue into the 2020-2021 school year while
the public waits to hear the newest Kirwan bill. As of the sending of this
newsletter, the 2020 General Assembly has not dropped any bills in regards
to Kirwan implementation. Please stay tuned for more updates!

Let's Connect!Let's Connect!

   

https://www.facebook.com/MarylandCharterSchools/
https://twitter.com/MD_Charters/

